Reflection - Shepherd and the Lamb by Dr. Scott Hahn
Israel’s mission—to be God’s instrument of
salvation to the ends of the earth—is fulfilled
in the Church. By the “Word of God” that
Paul and Barnabas preach in today’s First
Reading, a new covenant people is being
born, a people who glorify the God of Israel
as the Father of them all. The Church for all
generations remains faithful to the grace of
God given to the Apostles and continues
their saving work. Through the Church the peoples of every land hear the
Shepherd’s voice and follow Him. The Good Shepherd of today’s Gospel is
the enthroned Lamb of today’s Second Reading. In laying down His life for
His flock, the Lamb brought to fulfilment a new Passover, by His blood
freeing “every nation, race, people and tongue” from bondage to sin and
death. The Church is the “great multitude” John sees in his vision today.
God swore to Abraham his descendants would be too numerous to count.
And in the Church, as John sees, this promise is fulfilled. The Lamb rules
from the throne of God, sheltering His flock, feeding their hunger with His
own Body and Blood, leading them to “springs of life-giving waters” that
well up to eternal life. The Lamb is the eternal Shepherd-King, the son of
David foretold by the prophets. His Church is the kingdom of all Israel that
the prophets said would be restored in an everlasting covenant. It is not a
kingdom any tribe or nation can jealously claim as theirs alone. The
Shepherd’s Word to Israel is addressed now to all lands, calling all to
worship and bless His name in the heavenly temple. This is the delight of
the Gentiles—that we can sing the song that once only Israel could sing,
today’s joyful Psalm: “He made us, His we are—His people, the flock He
tends.”
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C O N S O L A T A S HR I NE
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Good shepherd Sunday
12th may 2019

Jesus is the Shepherd; we are the Sheep of His Flock
FIRST READING

Acts 13:14.43-52

“Behold, we turn to the Gentiles.”

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
In those days: Paul and Barnabas passed on from Perga and came to
Antioch of Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the
synagogue and sat down. And many Jews and devout converts to
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged
them to continue in the grace of God. The next Sabbath almost the
whole city gathered together to hear the word of God. But when the
Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, and
contradicted what was spoken by Paul, and reviled him. And Paul
and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the
word of God should be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it from
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we turn to
the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, ‘I have set
you to be a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the
uttermost parts of the earth.” And when the Gentiles heard this, they
were glad and glorified the word of God; and as many as were
ordained to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord spread
throughout all the region. But the Jews incited the devout women of
high standing and the leading men of the city, and stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their
district. But they shook off the dust from their feet against them, and
went to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and with the
Holy Spirit.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 100:1-3.5
R. We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy. R

R. We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Know that he, the Lord, is God.
He made us; we belong to him.
We are his people, the sheep of his flock. R
Indeed, how good is the Lord,
eternal his merciful love. He is faithful from age to age. R
SECOND READING

Revelation 7:9.14b-17

“The Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of living water.”

A reading from the Book of Revelation
I, John, looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no man could
number, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and tongues,
standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with
palm branches in their hands. Then
one of the elders said to me, “These are
they who have come out of the great
tribulation; they have washed their
robed and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. Therefore, are they
before the throne of God, and serve
him day and night within his temple; and he who sits upon the
throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any
scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Alleluia, Alleluia
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my own, and my own know me.
Alleluia

GOSPEL

John 10:27-30
“I give my sheep eternal life.”

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
At that time: Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”
Announcement
1. Professional groups will have Mass today at 3pm. All professionals are
welcome.
2. Consolata Lay Missionaries will be commissioned today at 12pm Mass.
3. The Seed Magazine for this month is available at the bookshop. Get a
copy.
4. Masses for blessing homes with icon of Our Lady Consolata in
preparation for Consolata Day will start from 15th of May 2019. Kindly
book for house/home Mass in Parish Office.
5. We continue with the novena of nine Saturdays in preparation to the
Feast of Our Lady Consolata.
6. Pilgrimage to Namugongo Uganda will be on 2nd June 2019 at the cost
of Kshs 13,000. Please visit the Desk at the Gazebo or parish office for
registration and payment.
7. Central Deanery has organized a Mass Wedding to be celebrated on 30th
November 2019 at Consolata Shrine. Couples who have not yet
solemnised their marriage are encouraged to register and prepare for
this important Sacrament. Kindly register at the Catechist’s Office.
8. We thank and congratulate the mountain climbers who successfully
climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro. Next Sunday at 12pm Mass, they will be
issued with certificates. Let’s clap for them.

