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In this month of October, we are closing the 
centenary celebrations of the apparition of Our 
Lady of Fatima to Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco. Let 
each and everyone of us try to answer the inner 
quest: “God… what do you want of me”, question 
which Lucia asked Our Lady almost each time Our 
Lady appeared to her.

Let me conclude with the words of Pope Francis in 
his message for World Mission Day: “Dear brothers 
and sisters, in carrying out our mission, let us draw 
inspiration from Mary, Mother of Evangelization. 
Moved by the Spirit, she welcomed the Word of life 
in the depths of her humble faith. May the Virgin 
Mother help us to say our own “yes”, conscious of 
the urgent need to make the Good News of Jesus 
resound in our time. May she obtain for us renewed 
zeal in bringing to everyone the Good News of the 
life that is victorious over death. May she intercede 
for us so that we can acquire the holy audacity 
needed to discover new ways to bring the gift of 
salvation to every man and woman”

A blessed month to all under the protection of 
Our Lady Consolata, Blessed Joseph Allamano and 
Blessed Sister Irene, whose feast is on 31st October!

Fr Daniel Bertea
Father In-charge

Letter from the Parish Priest

Pope’s Prayers Intentions for 
October 2017 
Workers and the Unemployed:  
That all workers may receive respect and protection of their 
rights, and that the unemployed may receive the opportunity to 
contribute to the common good.

Mission at the heart of 
Christian faith

CE

Dear Parishioners,
May the peace and consolation of Jesus through the 
intercession of Our Mother, Our Lady Consolata be 
with you!

With joy I write to you because it is the message 
that comes at the beginning of October, the 
Missionary Month. And it is the essence of our 
specific Missionary Vocation! Of course we do 
not underestimate the celebrations of Easter, 
Christmas, Pentecost… and other Feasts, which 
belong to all Christians, for us, as Consolata 
Missionaries, the Feasts of Our Lady Consolata and 
the Missionary Month, are very special.

Pope Francis, for the 2017 World Mission Day, 
entitles his message “Mission at the heart of the 
Christian faith”. And he says: “So it is important to 
ask ourselves certain questions about our Christian 
identity and our responsibility as believers in a 
world marked by confusion, disappointment and 
frustration, and torn by numerous fratricidal wars 
that unjustly target the innocent. What is the basis 
of our mission? What is the heart of our mission? 
What are the essential approaches we need to take 

in carrying out our mission?”

We need to ask ourselves these questions. 

Few months ago, we were praying for the 8th 
August elections. They came… we kept praying… 
while waiting for results… waiting for new steps… 
waiting for the court ruling… now waiting for the 
new elections… It seems the country continues 
searching for a path, which hopefully, with the 
commitment of all, is a path of harmony and 
peace. There are concerns about the economic 
and financial situation… yet, nurses, as doctors in 
the past, keep their strike on. I wonder… whose 
responsibility is it? For God’s sake! Aren’t as the 
Pope says, the innocent who suffer?

True, in view of elections, some people are very 
sensitive to political statements. However, we are 
political beings, meaning… we are in a civil society 
in which there is governance, rights and duties. 
It is my hope that as we express our political 
statements, we address them with civil maturity. 
In a way that our statements are not geared to 
accuse the opponent, but where we address issues 

and share the positive things of whoever we think 
is doing right, or would be doing right. 

I believe that in our Parish, God is providing 
channels for deeper understanding of our faith and 
trying to put it into practice in our daily life. 

Since February, we have been telling you about 
the Allamano Centre, and we are grateful for your 
constant prayer and continuing support. However 
that is not all what is happening around us. 

In the last couple of months two great things have 
been happening in our Parish. The multiplication 
of Small Christian Communities and the creation 
of the groups of Professionals. Some of you are 
in both of them. They are two great platforms 
that can make a big difference in your life, in 
your family, in the Church… all at the service of 
the society. Sometimes we are proud that many 
leaders throughout the world have passed through 
Catholic Schools and Institutions. We may need to 
give our contribution to the society adding value 
to the life of the world, even when we don’t belong 
to the world.

If in these two forums, if guided by the Gospel we 
manage to strengthen our faith and thereafter 
become salt of the earth and light of the 
world, we would have made a great step in our 
missionary endeavor. 

We invite the young people, the young adults, 
young professionals… not to concentrate on how 
much money they can make but in their service. 
Pope Francis says: “There are many young people 
who offer their solidarity in the face of the evils of 
the world and engage in various forms of militancy 
and volunteering... How beautiful it is to see 
that young people are ‘street preachers’, joyfully 
bringing Jesus to every street, every town square 
and every corner of the earth!”

Dear Fr. Daniel, Thanks for 
your message and for the 
various news. Really I miss 
all of you. Next month I 
will be going to Certosa 
and try to spend more 
time in prayer. My health, 
thanking God is quite 
good... Best wishes for your work (the building must require 
a lot of your energies...May God and O. Lady bless you. I think 
you must prepare for the birthday of O. Lady: procession and 
the throwing of petals... I miss all of it! Greetings to all.  Let us 
keep united in prayers’ Best wishes.
Fr Francis Viotto, 7th Sept. ‘17
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 Therefore the mission of the Church is to 
proclaim the Gospel to the whole world – 
beyond the borders, especially where the 
people have not heard the good news of 
salvation and where the Church in young. In 
this month the Catholic Church gives time 
for all the baptized to reflect on how they are 
fulfilling their obligation in preaching the 
Gospel to the whole world through prayers, 
Christian services and financial assistance. It 
is also a time for each Christian to thank God 
for the gift of faith and then pray for others 
who do not have faith or who have a weak 
faith to believe in the Gospel of salvation.

This year pope Francis has given the theme 
of this missionary Month as: “Mission at the 
heart of the Christian faith”. This reminds us 
that the mission is the core of our Christian 
faith. The universal mission involve all the 
baptized. The gospel is a gift to share, good 
news to communicate. May this year be a 
year of commitment by all the baptized as 
we continue with the missionary mandate 
from Christ each according to his or her 
capacity. May each baptized have the 
missionary zeal to reach all the peripheries 
in need of the light of the Gospel.   Let you 
and me during this time that I have fulfilled 
my missionary mandate by doing something 
on the mission of Christ.

Fr Evans Mochama
Assistant Parish Priest

Reflection Mission Month

Month of October, Missionary month

CE

Every year the month of October is referred 
to as, “Missionary Month” meant to reflect 
on the responsibility of all the baptized to 
collaborate in the universal mission of the 
Church. It is a time to reflect on the urgency 
to proclaim the gospel in our times. It 
unites for a whole month Catholics all over 
the world in prayer, mutual friendship and 
support; both spiritual and material.

 It is culminated by Mission Sunday a day set 
aside for the Catholic Church throughout the 
world to publicly renew its commitment to 
the missionary mandate. It was created by 
Pope Pius XI in 1926 as the day of prayer for 
missions. 

Jesus the first and greatest evangelizer 
sends us to announce the gospel of the love 
of God the Father in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. After accomplishing his mission here 
on earth and before going to heaven he left 
the Church to continue with this mission. He 
empowered her with the Holy Spirit to be 
able to carry out this mission. “As the Father 
sent me, I also send you” Jn 20:21. By this 
mandate of sending, the Church becomes 
missionary by her very nature. She continues 
this mission of proclaiming the word to the 
ends of the earth until Christ comes. 

To be a missionary in the present time does 
not necessarily mean to go out only but 

also from within. We are all responsible 
in the missionary mandate of proclaiming 
and witnessing God’s love to humanity. St. 
Therese, patroness of the Missions never 
went to any mission land. When she entered 
the Carmelites, she said: “I came to save 
souls and especially to pray for priests”. By 
praying for priests, she wanted to become an 
“apostle of apostles” and so make herself an 
even more effective missionary. The whole 
purpose of her life became “to love Jesus and 
make Him loved”. She once wrote as a poem 
prayer to the missionary priest serving in 
China: “You have united me forever with the 
works of a missionary, by the bonds of prayer 
and suffering and love”. 

On his part St. Francis Xavier another patron 
of the Missions went out and in a space 
of ten years (1542-1552), he had visited 
India, Malacca, Japan, and was planning the 
evangelization of China.  He traversed many 
seas, preached the Gospel in many nations, 
and converted many people during his 
missionary career. He was declared together 
with St. Therese of Lisieux, patron Saints of 
all Catholic Missions in 1927 by Pope Pius XI.
 
So on our part as the baptized; we have to 
be aware of this mission which we all share. 
Whether at home, at work, or at Church; we 
can witness Christ among believers and non-
believers. We are missionaries wherever we 

find ourselves. We are missionaries when we 
show love to all humanity. 

We are all called to work with others to 
improve the welfare of others in politically, 
socially, spiritually, morally, and economically 
as per the teachings of the Church. Being a 
missionary is also to animate vocations in 
our families, places of work, associations, 
learning institutions.

In the Mission month, Catholics are 
encouraged to pray the Rosary as often as 
they can in the families, Small Christian 
Communities, Parishes and in their private 
time as individuals with the intentions of 
praying for the missionary work of the Church. 
The aim of this rosary is to ask our Mother 
Mary who was a missionary herself to her Son, 
to intercede for us to our savior Jesus Christ, 
to continue pouring his graces in the world 
and especially in the hearts of the faithful, so 
that they can burn with missionary zeal for the 
salvation of the whole world.

The missionary month is culminated by 
Mission Sunday where apart from prayers 
for the mission we have special collection 
as a sign of faith in action, sharing the faith 
through monetary gifts so that the good 
news can be preached to those who have 
not yet heard it. These collections are put 
together and then shared to all countries 
in need of support for proclamation of the 
good news.
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Message World Mission Sunday

Message from the Holy 
Father for World Mission 
Sunday 2017

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Once again this year, World Mission Day 
gathers us around the person of Jesus, “the 
very first and greatest evangelizer” (PAUL 
VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 7), who continually 
sends us forth to proclaim the Gospel of the 
love of God the Father in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  This Day invites us to reflect 
anew on the mission at the heart of the 
Christian faith.  The Church is missionary by 
nature; otherwise, she would no longer be 
the Church of Christ, but one group among 

many others that soon end up serving their 
purpose and passing away.  So it is important 
to ask ourselves certain questions about our 
Christian identity and our responsibility as 
believers in a world marked by confusion, 
disappointment and frustration, and torn 
by numerous fratricidal wars that unjustly 
target the innocent.  What is the basis of 
our mission?  What is the heart of 
our mission?  What are the essential 
approaches we need to take in carrying out 
our mission?

Mission and the transformative power of the 
Gospel of Christ, the Way, the Truth and the 
Life
1.  The Church’s mission, directed to all 

men and women of good will, is based 
on the transformative power of the 
Gospel.  The Gospel is Good News filled 
with contagious joy, for it contains and 
offers new life: the life of the Risen Christ 
who, by bestowing his life-giving Spirit, 
becomes for us the Way, the Truth and 
the Life (cf. Jn 14:6).  He is the Way who 
invites us to follow him with confidence 
and courage.  In following Jesus as 
our Way, we experience Truth and receive 
his Life, which is fullness of communion 
with God the Father in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  That life sets us free from 
every kind of selfishness, and is a source 
of creativity in love.

2.  God the Father desires this existential 
transformation of his sons and daughters, 
a transformation that finds expression in 
worship in spirit and truth (cf. Jn 4:23-24), 
through a life guided by the Holy Spirit 
in imitation of Jesus the Son to the glory 
of God the Father. “The glory of God is 
the living man” (IRENAEUS, Adversus 
Haereses IV, 20, 7).  The preaching of the 
Gospel thus becomes a vital and effective 
word that accomplishes what it proclaims 
(cf. Is 55:10-11): Jesus Christ, who 
constantly takes flesh in every human 
situation (cf. Jn 1:14).

Mission and the kairos of Christ
3.  The Church’s mission, then, is not to 

spread a religious ideology, much less to 
propose a lofty ethical teaching.  Many 
movements throughout the world 
inspire high ideals or ways to live a 
meaningful life.  Through the mission of 
the Church, Jesus Christ himself continues 
to evangelize and act; her mission thus 
makes present in history the kairos, the 
favourable time of salvation.  Through 
the proclamation of the Gospel, the risen 
Jesus becomes our contemporary, so that 
those who welcome him with faith and 
love can experience the transforming 
power of his Spirit, who makes humanity 
and creation fruitful, even as the rain does 
with the earth.  “His resurrection is not 
an event of the past; it contains a vital 
power which has permeated this world. 
Where all seems to be dead, signs of the 
resurrection suddenly spring up.  It is an 
irresistible force” (Evangelii Gaudium, 276).

4.  Let us never forget that “being Christian is 
not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a 
Person, which gives life a new horizon and 
a decisive direction” (BENEDICT XVI, Deus 
Caritas Est, 1).  The Gospel is a Person who 
continually offers himself and constantly 
invites those who receive him with humble 
and religious faith to share his life by 
an effective participation in the paschal 
mystery of his death and resurrection.  
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spirituality, nurtured daily, and a constant 
commitment to raising missionary 
awareness and enthusiasm, young people, 
adults, families, priests, bishops and men 
and women religious work to develop 
a missionary heart in everyone.  World 
Mission Day, promoted by the Society of 
the Propagation of the Faith, is a good 
opportunity for enabling the missionary 
heart of Christian communities to join in 
prayer, testimony of life and communion 
of goods, in responding to the vast and 
pressing needs of evangelization.

Carrying out our mission with Mary, Mother 
of Evangelization
10. Dear brothers and sisters, in carrying out 

our mission, let us draw inspiration from 
Mary, Mother of Evangelization.  Moved by 
the Spirit, she welcomed the Word of life 
in the depths of her humble faith.  May 
the Virgin Mother help us to say our own 
“yes”, conscious of the urgent need to 
make the Good News of Jesus resound in 
our time.  May she obtain for us renewed 
zeal in bringing to everyone the Good 
News of the life that is victorious over 
death.  May she intercede for us so that 
we can acquire the holy audacity needed 
to discover new ways to bring the gift of 
salvation to every man and woman.

From the Vatican, 4 June 2017 
Solemnity of Pentecost 

CE

Through Baptism, the Gospel becomes a 
source of new life, freed of the dominion 
of sin, enlightened and transformed by 
the Holy Spirit.  Through Confirmation, 
it becomes a fortifying anointing that, 
through the same Spirit, points out new 
ways and strategies for witness and 
accompaniment.  Through the Eucharist, it 
becomes food for new life, a “medicine of 
immortality” (IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH, Ad 
Ephesios, 20, 2).

5.  The world vitally needs the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Through the Church, Christ 
continues his mission as the Good 
Samaritan, caring for the bleeding wounds 
of humanity, and as Good Shepherd, 
constantly seeking out those who 
wander along winding paths that lead 
nowhere.  Thank God, many significant 
experiences continue to testify to the 
transformative power of the Gospel.  I 
think of the gesture of the Dinka student 
who, at the cost of his own life, protected 
a student from the enemy Nuer tribe 
who was about to be killed.  I think of 
that Eucharistic celebration in Kitgum, 
in northern Uganda, where, after brutal 
massacres by a rebel group, a missionary 
made the people repeat the words of Jesus 
on the cross: “My God, My God, why have 
you abandoned me?” as an expression 
of the desperate cry of the brothers and 
sisters of the crucified Lord.   For the 
people, that celebration was an immense 

source of consolation and courage.  We can 
think too of countless testimonies to how 
the Gospel helps to overcome narrowness, 
conflict, racism, tribalism, and to promote 
everywhere, and among all, reconciliation, 
fraternity, and sharing.

Mission inspires a spirituality of constant 
exodus, pilgrimage, and exile
6.  The Church’s mission is enlivened by a 

spirituality of constant exodus.  We are 
challenged “to go forth from our own 
comfort zone in order to reach all the 
peripheries in need of the light of the 
Gospel” (Evangelii Gaudium, 20).  The 
Church’s mission impels us to undertake 
a constant pilgrimage across the various 
deserts of life, through the different 
experiences of hunger and thirst for truth 
and justice.  The Church’s mission inspires 
a sense of constant exile, to make us 
aware, in our thirst for the infinite, that 
we are exiles journeying towards our final 
home, poised between the “already” and 
“not yet” of the Kingdom of Heaven.

7.  Mission reminds the Church that she is 
not an end unto herself, but a humble 
instrument and mediation of the 
Kingdom.  A self-referential Church, one 
content with earthly success, is not the 
Church of Christ, his crucified and glorious 
Body.  That is why we should prefer “a 
Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty 
because it has been out on the streets, 

rather than a Church which is unhealthy 
from being confined and from clinging to 
its own security” (ibid., 49).

Young people, the hope of mission
8.  Young people are the hope of mission.  The 

person of Jesus Christ and the Good News 
he proclaimed continue to attract many 
young people.  They seek ways to put 
themselves with courage and enthusiasm 
at the service of humanity.  “There are many 
young people who offer their solidarity 
in the face of the evils of the world and 
engage in various forms of militancy and 
volunteering...  How beautiful it is to see 
that young people are ‘street preachers’, 
joyfully bringing Jesus to every street, every 
town square and every corner of the earth!” 
(ibid., 106).  The next Ordinary General 
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, to be 
held in 2018 on the theme Young People, 
the Faith and Vocational Discernment, 
represents a providential opportunity 
to involve young people in the shared 
missionary responsibility that needs their 
rich imagination and creativity.

The service of the Pontifical Mission Societies
9.  The Pontifical Mission Societies are a 

precious means of awakening in every 
Christian community a desire to reach 
beyond its own confines and security in 
order to proclaim the Gospel to all.  In 
them, thanks to a profound missionary 

Message World Mission Sunday
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moments which the events of salvation for 
human. During time, Mary was always there. 
It is evident that Mary is with us now that 
salvation of human has been continuing.

Mary achieves union between the earthly 
church and eschatological heavenly church. It 
is possible through the Assumption in which 
Mary is lifted up to heaven. Mary’s body 
and soul were lifted up to glory of heaven, 
and she was made the Mother of heaven 
and earth by God. Mary resembled her son 
who is the winner of sin and death, and the 
Lord of rulers more perfectly. Namely, she is 
connected with Christ in the mystery which 
nobody unties. Finally, when Christ came, 
she united with Him in the special way as a 
mother and virgin. So she makes us to expect 
that He will come again and to hope that she 
will have united with Him.

Deacon Bernardo KIM
bellado2000@naver.com

Reflection Our Lady Consolata

Reflection of Our Lady Consolata 
from the perspective of Mariological 
study in the prayer of Hail Mary

CE

October is the month of the Holy Rosary. At 
this time we consider our petition to Our 
Mother Mary: ‘’Pray for us sinners now and at 
the hour of our death.’’  

Mediator and Female servant of God

“Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of 
our death”

In the last part of Hail Mary, Mary appears 
as a mediator. Especially, we can see the 
character of her mediation in the story of the 
wedding feast at Cana (cf. Jn. 2, 1-12). She 
asked her Son to solve the human difficulty; 
the lack of wine.

In this story, there are two aspects. The 
first one is concerns human character is. 
After telling her son about the lack of wine, 
Mary said to workers, “Do whatever he tells 
you” (Jn. 2, 5). This means that through her 
obedience, she is teaching how we should 
act before of God. 

The second aspect is the word of Jesus. He 
said, “O woman, my hour has not yet come” 
(Jn. 2:4). Some of the commentators have 
interpreted the sentence differently: “Has 
my hour come?” instead of the negative, “My 
hour has not come”.  In other words, it means 
that His time has come. So Mary’s she brings 
a trivial problem, which is the exhaustion of 
the wine in the wedding feast, into the line 

with the mission and power of Christ as the 
Messiah. It means that Mary helps humanity 
when in difficulties and pain.  She stands 
at the center between her Son and human 
beings.

This function of Mary means that she is on 
the way of pilgrimage. She is walking the 
path of the Lord’s sorrow and resurrection. 
In addition, she is joined to the pain of 
humanity – of course her pain is quite 
different from the essential pain of the 
Church which is in pilgrimage.  So we can see 
that Mary walked on the way of pilgrimage 
before us, and with us (Church).

The term “Mediator”, between humanity and 
Christ, does not decrease the function of 
Christ: the only mediator between God and 
humanity. This means that she speaks God’s 
will so that man can obey Him. So we can say 
that Mary is doing the work of a mediator as 
a cooperative helper with Christ, who is the 
most important person in the salvation of 
humanity.

Besides by a mediator, Mary became our 
mother. This happened under the cross. Jesus 
saw His disciple, John, and said, “Woman, 
behold, your son” (Jn. 19, 26). It did not mean 
that Mary would become John’s mother.  
Rather, Mary’s would become the Mother of 
the people who are reborn by faith.

At this time, Jesus called her, “woman”. The 
word “woman” is mentioned at the Cana 
wedding feast. It is connecting “the time” of 
Jesus. The time of the first miracle, when it 
seems that Jesus is the Messiah, is linked 
to the time of His death, when all seems 
meaninglessness. In reality, it becomes 
apparent that He is the true Messiah, and 
Savior through resurrection, at that time, 
Jesus called His mother. In this context, we 
can know that when Jesus appeared as the 
Messiah and redeemer, Mary was with Him. 
And Mary showed that Jesus is Christ during 
that time. So she is the person who revealed.

When Jesus called Mary as a “woman”, He 
showed her possession certainly. The reason 
that Jesus did not call Her as a “Mother”, but 
“Woman” is for keeping distance with Her, 
meaning that the work which Jesus is doing 
as a Messiah depended upon His Father. It 
demanded her to transcend human mother’s 
part in faith and hope. Not only that, but also 
bring her up as cooperative helper of plan of 
salvation.

This new relationship of mother and son 
which has been connecting through the 
death of Jesus is also not only belonging to 
on the cross and John. It continues until now. 
A durability of this relationship is found at 
the moment of birth of the church. 

After Jesus’ resurrection and the Ascension, 
The Holy Spirit came down to the disciples 
who had hidden in the garret. And the visible 
church was born through the descent of the 
Holy Spirit. Birth of the church is connected 
with the moment of Jesus’ conception that 
the word became human. Especially, the 
moments that Word took human being and 
the descent of the Holy Spirit are the mystery 
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PictorialPictorial
Pictures courtesy of Eric Fernandes

Celebrating Mama Mariaís birthday in the garden, by also celebrating with the harvest feast to thank God 
for all the blessings he bestows on us, in the picture Fr. is seen blessing some maize harvest which was 
distributed to the congregration during the mass. (8 September 2017)

Proclaimers retreat, September 2017, engaging in celebrating 
the mass amongst other activities to renew their commitment to 
the group.

Requim mass for one of our parishioners and proclaimer, Mr. 
Bernhard Njeru, he passed away during the month of September, he 
will always be remembered for his good kind nature, a God fearing 
man who always did what was right, may his soul rest in peace.(22 
September).

The ongoing construction of the Allamano Center, progress is going 
on well, but we still request your prayers and support for this 
project to be completed, to view more on the progress visit the link:
http://consolatashrine.org/allamano-center-project/

Celebrating the feast of the 
Exultation of the Cross 
(14 September)

Collins Otieno of Coyrep, who is 
the head teacher of the education 
project to educate children within 
Deep Sea, gave thanks to the 
Consolata church community for 
their continuous donations from 
parishioners and well wishers. 
This has helped start a school and 
educate some of the children, there 
is also a dispensary thanks to this 
initiative.
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similarities between my son and 
my childhood.

I also displayed autistic 
tendencies including delayed 
speech, over stimulation and 
tantrums. Unfortunately, it is 
only in recent times that such 
behaviour is being attributed 
to natural behavioural, 

physiological and sensory 
shortcomings. I had 

acquired a reputation for being a 
mischievous boy, and often times severely 
reprimanded by my late mother!

Secondly, there is no clear direction on how 
to help autistic children achieve delayed 
milestones. A lot of parents tend to manage 
the condition largely through trial and 
error. Different remedies work differently 
in autistic children. Basically, common 
approaches include therapies, supplements 
and drugs. 

Ultimately, prayers and love are some of the 
best coping methods. No parent can afford 
to lose hope. That would be like passing a 
death sentence to one’s offspring. For those 
taking care of challenged children, be strong 
and thank God for your priceless gift. God 
never deserts a special child’s parent’s tears. 
He or she was given to you for a reason. 

The writer is the Founder, Special 
Needs Dads, an organization of fathers 
raising up challenged children. Email: 
specialneedsdads@gmail.com

AutismReflection

The challenges and blessings 
of living with an autistic child

CE

We are all children of God. Indeed, contrary 
to popular belief, God does not play any 
favourites. That is why some of the greatest 
people in this world have risen from 
seemingly insurmountable physical or 
intellectual challenges through faith, to rise 
to the top in their chosen careers.

God has created people with various natural 
abilities and disabilities. None of us, not even 
our parents, had any power to determine how 
we would be born. We came into the world 
with a certain inalienable blueprint, DNA if 
you like.

Therefore, while some are born with an 
apparently perfect predisposition, others are 
born with defects. It is estimated that a third 
of the world’s population comprises of people 
living with various forms of disabilities. So 
disability cannot be a curse, or a punishment.

But this is not to imply that being 
challenged, or having a challenged child, is 
the new normal. Far from it! Such conditions 
have intrinsic peculiarities, and generally 
demand tough lifestyles that are adaptive to 
the ensuing challenges. Consequently, and 
depending on the magnitude of the disability, 
managing it can be draining both in energy 
and resources.

As the father of a seven year old boy living 
with autism, I can assure you that it is not 
easy. You can imagine having a child that is 
totally different from the first two siblings, 
who went through childhood in the normal 
way we take for granted. For instance, while 
our first and second born children started 
speaking normally by the age of two years, 
our autistic boy has never acquired speech. 

We established that our son is autistic after 
several visits to different specialists. We had 
our suspicions that something was amiss at 
two years old, but confirmed the status quo 
at three years. Personally, I was not confused 
but, of course, it confirmed our lingering fear 
since we had started reading about autism. 

My son has so far missed on the major 
milestones his age mates and their parents 
take for granted. Although he attends a 
school that integrates him, he is yet to read 
and write. As you may imagine, this has 
greatly hampered him from acquiring the 
requisite education commensurate to his 
years. While he should now be in class two, 
he is still stuck at kindergarten.

One of the major challenges that children 
with autism, and disability as a whole face 
every day, is stigma. People ignorant of these 

abnormal conditions usually 
look down on those with 
disabilities, seeing them 
as children of a lesser 
God. This exacerbates 
the problem, as it 
denies these children 
the confidence and 
acceptance they need 
to function effectively in 
society.

Parents with autistic children narrate 
how they have had to bear extremely 
embarrassing moments arising from their 
autistic charges. Sadly, even churches, where 
discrimination should be non-existent, 
have not been spared this humiliation. I 
have suffered side glances and stares from 
other worshippers when our son has yelled 
unexpectedly in the middle of Mass.

Other parents recount how they have 
been criticized for not bringing up their 
autistic children properly when they 
throw tantrums, or undergo meltdowns 
in a public place. Autism is not for the 
fainthearted. It takes a strong spirit and 
unbreakable faith to withstand the silent 
stares and unspoken censure. 

There are different schools of thought on 
the real causes of autism. These include 
genetic factors, vaccines, damaged gut and 
oxygen insufficiency during birth. What is 
for sure, however, is that it is characterized 
by delayed milestones - behavioural, sensory 
and physical. In my case, I see a couple of 

By Stephen Ndegwa
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Father Kajogo was born at Matiri village in current Tharaka Nithi 
County in 1968. He studied at Matiri primary school then Pope 
Pius IX Minor Seminary in Nkubu. He joined Consolata Seminary 
at Lang’ata in 1988. 1n 1991 he went to Sagana for his novitiate 
culminating to his first religious profession in August of 1992. In 
the same year he went to Italy to learn Italian language course 
and theological studies upto 1997. He was ordained a priest in 
Matiri in 1998. Later he was sent back for mission Animation in 
Italy.  In 2004 -2007. Fr. Kajogo was appointed to South Africa 
where he worked with enthusiasm and vigour. He was later 
transferred to Tanzania.  He worked in Madege Tosamangaga 
among other parishes.  While there he started complaining of 
health issues; fatigue, pain and general weakness. He was treated 
at Consolata hospital in Ikonda and later referred to Nairobi 
for further treatment and medical checkups.  In 2017 he was 
appointed to Kenya, arriving in Nairobi on 19.09.2017 ready to 
take up his missionary work. As he awaited for his posting to his 
new work station, he had a scheduled doctor’s appointment on 
25.09.2017 but passed on two days earlier before the appointment. The postmortem results showed that 
he had kidney and heart problem. Water had filled the lungs and thus causing acute brain hemorrhage of 
one of the blood vessels. Among his peers they know him as a very jovial, social and outgoing priest. He is 
known for his great sense of humour and jokes. Fr. Kajogo was a very kind and hospitable person. One who 
can easily make friendship with anyone he came across. Fr Kajogo died at the age of 49yrs old. He had just 
celebrated the silver Jubilee, 25 years of religious life and 19years of priesthood.   

He was laid to rest on Friday 29th at Mathari Cemetery, Nyeri. 

God giveth, God taketh, praise be His Holy name. Amen

Consolata MissionariesTribute

INTRODUCTION
Fr Tallone lived his entire life for the mission. The mission 
penetrated his mind, heart and life. The mission was his 
vision, dream and love. Fr Peter Tallone spent a great part 
of his life in northern Kenya.

MARALAL DIOCESE
He was one of the pioneer Consolata Missionaries who 
worked in what is now called the Diocese of Maralal, 
in Samburu County. In that area, people still remember 
with great esteem, admiration and appreciation, all of 
the confreres who have been called to God before him, 
together with many Consolata Sisters and Bishop Charles 
Cavallera.  A tribute to Fr. Peter Tallone is a tribute to 
them all. Their lives are inspirational and models of 
missionary life and everlasting evangelisation.
Other parishes he worked during his tour of duty in 
Northern Kenya were Nanyuki, Kitito, Baragoi, Wamba, 
Archers Post, Mararal, Suguta Marmar and Campi Garba.
He was one time the regional Administrator of the 
Consolata Missionaries in Kenya.

METHODOLOGY THEY PRACTISED
•	 Love and respect for the people they were asked to 

serve.
•	 Effort to learn their language and understand their 

customs, history, proverbs, traditions and life style.
•	 Great concern for their spiritual and material needs.
•	 Involved them in any development projects.
•	 A lot of sacrifices, because financial means were 

scarce.
•	 Faithfulness to their spiritual  life and
•	 Faithfulness to the directives of the Founder, 

Blessed Joseph Allamano and to the traditions 
of the Consolata Missionaries, concerning first 
evangelisations.

Intro: 
Last week the Consolata Fraternity lost two missionaries. Let us honour 
their missionary spirit as we thank them for their sacrifice and pray for 
their souls to rest in peace.

CONCLUSION
The names of the Consolata Missionaries who have been working in the diocese of Maralal have been 
transmitted from generation to generation by the peoples of that area. It is no surprise, therefore, to find 
them given to individuals, schools, outstations, roads and dispensaries etc.

He had 58 years of Religious Profession and 55 years of Priesthood.
He passed on aged 81 years after a long illness caused by spinal brokerage and injuries. 
He was laid to rest on Wednesday 27th at Mathari Cemetery, Nyeri. 

May God rest his soul in eternal peace. Amen

Fr Peter Tallone
1936 - 2017

Fr. Reuben Kajogo Kanake
1968-2017

CE
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Tribute Tribute

BK THE CALM HUMBLE VOICE.
A TRIBUTE TO BERNARD NJERU
July of 2014. An annual 
announcement goes out 
as usual at the Consolata 
Shrine inviting those 
who want to join the 
proclaimers of the word 
ministry as new members 
to register immediately 
after Mass. The training 
will be soon. “Men are 
mostly encouraged to join”. 
By the first week of August, 
Five men had registered 
and only 3 women. This 
was a record compared 
to other years where 
such attracted 90% ladies. Among the men 
was one Bernard Njeru already in his 68th 
year. Others were pretty young hardly 35. 
He would endure the training for the next 
fourteen weeks patiently. He was determined 
to see the end of it. At class he would joke; 
“I am giving up golf for Jesus”. This guy had 
“eaten more salt than them.” A Dad’s figure. 
After 3 months, in December of that year they 
would all be commissioned as proclaimers.

Fast forward to 2015, 2016 and 2017, 
Bernard was a common denominator at the 

proclaimers’ ministry always 
available to do his bit. His 
presence calmed the nerves 
of the younger proclaimers. 
He did what he was asked 
to do with a lot of patience, 
passion and love. He was 
healthy and always joyful! He 
never shied to read aloud at 
the sacristy while someone 
listened to him. “If I don’t get 
it right here then there is no 
way anyone will understand 
what the hell am proclaim” he 
would be heard telling his 
specific group before mass. 

Around Christmas when most people take 
leave from Nairobi, he would be available. 
“Anything you wish for me would do”. He 
would tell Margaret Njuguna, a trainer and a 
scheduler for the liturgical feasts and special 
liturgical seasons. He added value to the 
ministry. He cut the perfect image of a loving 
Dad…. “His zeal is great, he just brought a 
pronunciation dictionary and other materials he 
thought would sharpen our skills”. Whispered 
Stella Njogu.

12th of February 2016 was not a usual month. 

It was raining heavy in Nairobi. February’s 
are meant to be forever dry. At the Parish, 
elections in the various groups had just been 
called inline with the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Nairobi Calendar. Anyone elected will serve 
in the office until 2019. The Proclaimers were 
not left out. The convener at that time had 
been on for four and a half years and had 
requested the Father in Charge to allow him 
take rest so that a new fresh mind can take 
over. Two round of that elections confirmed 
Bernard as the new leader in absentia. Apart 
from him, many proclaimers did not attend 
the activity. It was commonly thought that 
it was due to the rains that day. But later as 
I handed over to him and upon his request 
for a private meeting to understand the task 
ahead of him, the moment turned to be a 
gloomy one. “I am in deep problems and I need 
your prayers,” he would tell me. “Promise me 

that you will not tell anyone at least for now… 
what am going to tell you” and I said, “count 
on me and confide your wish with trust. I have 
not been feeling well for quite some weeks, so 
I have spend the last two weeks doing several 
tests, (a deep breath) only to be told I have 
cancer cells developing in my Body.” This thing 
has caught up with me.” I was sad in many 
ways and sorry for him. That is the last type 
of news I wanted to hear. 

He promised he would personally confide to 
Wacheke his deputy the news. For the next 
9 months the proclaimers would not see 
him. He was undergoing the routine complex 
cancer treatment. Every week he kept me and 
Wacheke briefed on his health. We assured 
the group that they will see him soon as 
he was busy sorting an issue that cropped 
suddenly. Come October 2016, BK appeared 

Proclaimers of the Word - Consolata ShrineProclaimers of the Word - Consolata Shrine
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Children’s CornerTribute

in one of a Thursday meeting bubbling with 
Joy as usual. We were happy to see him after 
close to 8 months. All ears were rented 
to him. Then he dropped the bomb. “I am 
living with cancer… but the treatment is on. 
But… don’t worry I shall overcome.” We were 
happy to hear that. He had come in with his 
usual trademark. A home baked cake, mixed 
to precision with groundnuts, carrots and 
chocolate. In any year since he joined the 
ministry he would surprise us with such at 
least three times spread along a year. He 
was an extremely kind man. He would bring 
chocolates sent from America. 

But the fight was on! He fought cancer 
for one year and a half. No one expected 
he would succumb on the wee hours of 
11th September 2017. Yet, shocking as it is, 
memories are fresh from the Proclaimers 
who he served dedicatedly as he appeared in 
meetings for the last 6 months;

Phina: Three things he had; his wise counsel, 
gentle nature and his sense of humor.

Yes, despite him being ill, he was very keen 
on knowing what was happening with the 
Proclaimers and our activities. Wacheke 
noted.

Bernardette: I will remember BK for standing 
with those overly criticized for not being able 
to proclaim as is required. BK would always 

say “the fact that someone made an effort to 
attend the Thursday meeting and offered to 
stand up and practice, is commendable and 
need to be appreciated”

Raphael: He made us future Proclaimers feel 
so welcome and safe. 
A good shepherd always rounding up the 
stray sheep - Margaret Ndung’u

Hellen: A generous heart. He replaced all the 
hard covers of the Liturgical books. 

Richard: The proclaimers are indeed much 
better as a group because of BK.

Florence: We will miss you and our other 
brothers who have gone before us:  Richard 
Lumbe & Pius.

Kahuko: BK was the calm humble voice 
always encouraging us to strive to be better.

Rest in Peace our beloved convener.
 
Amos – Convener Liturgy

The life of Blessed Irene Stephani
Fill in the blanks. Use the words in the word bank.
Her original name was  __________ 
___________ ____________. She was born 
in  ________  on 22nd August _______.  
Her family was very large and she had 
________  siblings. She obeyed God’s call 
on her life and joined the ___________    
____________ Sisters. The founder of the 
order ______________  ____________ 
________________, sent her to  
____________. She arrived  in January  
______ This was war time. Irene Stephanie 
worked as a nurse looking after wounded 
__________.  She was so compassionate 
and gentle that she was nicknamed 
_____________. 
When the war ended she returned to Nyeri . 
She later moved  to  ____________. There 
she was based at Our Lady of __________  ____________ Parish. She 
was very busy there for several years teaching Catechism and being the 
Superior in her congregation. Due to her caring nature, she spent a lot 
of time with the sick. Sadly, she contracted a disease from one of her 
patients. It proved fatal and she died on _______________, 1930. 
She was beautified on _______________ in __________, Kenya.
Her feast day is  _______________.

WORD BANK: 31st October; Divine Providence; 1891; 23rd May 2015; 
Gikondi; Aurelia Mercede Stephani; 31st October; “Nyaatha”; Italy; 
Kenya; Consolata Missionary; Nyeri; soldiers; eleven; Blessed Joseph 
Allamano; 1915.



22  ::  Vol 17: Iss 07  ::  October 2017 October 2017  ::  Vol 17: Iss 07  ::  23 “They went back to Jerusalem searching for him” “They went back to Jerusalem searching for him”

Children’s Corner Sacraments

Baptisms in August
1. Victoria  Azzura  Spalazzi of Alessio Spalazzi 

and Carolyne Kanza Wavinya
2. Susan Wanjiku Mugo of Philip Mugo Nyaga 

and  Mary Njoki
3. Vera Regina Venditti  of Augosto Venditti and 

Mary Emma Wakiuru Magera
4. Kayla Nicole  Mara  of Felix Mara Atichi and 

Celestine Nafula
5. James Klyde Kamau Karanja of Allan Karanja 

and Susan Wanjira
6. Scott Levi Muhia Kibe  of Norris Kibe and 

Nancy  Muhia
7. Natalia Naimah Mueni of Charles W. Kingoo 

and Patricia Kalondu Nthiwa
8. Emmanuel  Chiboli of Martin Muhambi Anami 

and Petronilla Mwikali Muhambi
9. James Wanyoike Mwangi  of John Mwangi 

Kamau and Anne Nungari Wanyoike
10. Arnold Waithaka Nganga of Charles Gicho 

Nganga and Beatrice Mukuhi Ndungu
11. Leo Mwihia Kiigu of Francis Kiigu and Elsie 

Waithera
12. Calvin Munene of Jude Ogulla and Lilian 

Wanja Kaburu
13. Chiara Tiffany Wambui Njuguna of Nicholas 

Njuguna and Christine Muthoni Njuguna
14. Leslie Justin Naita Riungu of Abraham  

Riungu Laikera and Maureen Nyambura 
Njoroge

15. Lucy  Wanjiru of Samuel Kiboi Kariuki and 
Bibiana Wangui Matta

16. Clement Hawi Atinga Osanjo of Julius Osanjo 
and Jacqueline Kimani

Marriage Banns in October 2017
There is a promise of marriage between:

1. Patrick Mbau Malika and Jackline Mkoji 
Mwandawiro

2. Martin Njoroge Kimani and Maureen Mumbi 
Maina

3. Titus  Mbiti Mutua and Anita Mwikali  Mukali

4. Samuel Kamande Wambui and  Tracey  Jane 
Auma Shiundu

5. Philip Marube nyanumba and Alice Muthoni 
Ndwiga

6. Andrew Ngugi Njonjo and Florida Nicole 
Nyabera

7. Joseph Barrage Wanjui and anne Njambi 
Wanjui

8. Victor Odubah and Gertzel Shivach
9. Charles Bodo and Joy  Alividza Alegwa 
Note: If anyone knows of any particular reason 
why the above ceremony cannot take place, please 
report to the Parish Priest immediately.

Deceased of the parish
Name of deceased Date of death

1. Martin Philip N Ngondi 03/09/2017
2. John Mungai  11/9/2017
3. Bernard  Kariuki Njeru 11/9/2017
Eternal rest grant unto them. And let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls rest in 
peace. AMEN.

Josephine Koki
Catechist 

Fr Evans prays for the newly baptized children during the baptism 
ceremony at Consolata Shrine. Jeremiah Nakuru, formerly of 
Consolata Shrine CMA and Communications Committee had twin 
daughters baptized on that day. 

A person who goes for missions about Christ. (Sandra, 11)
•	 A person who works in the Church and helps the Father 

to prepare. (Zawadi, 9)

•	 Consolata! ( Mutheu, 5)

•	 Someone called by God to spread of His word. (Martin, 
10)

A person who goes around the world spreading the Word of 
God. (Gabriella, 11)

•	 Someone who goes out of his country to preach the 
Gospel of the Lord and evangelise. (Matthew,13)

•	 A missionary is one who helps people. (Theresia, 11)

•	 A Christian hero! (Jeremy, 11)

•	 A person who goes out to other countries to help 
others. (Annalisa Marie, 10)

•	 A person sent ot tell people the Word of God. (Adrian, 
13)

•	 A person who goes to tell people the world of God. 
(Imani, 10) 

WHO IS A 
MISSIONARY?
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EVENTS OF THE PARISH FOR OCTOBER 2017
MISSIONARY INTENTION: Universal: Workers and the Unemployed
That all workers may receive respect and protection of their rights, and that the unemployed may receive the 
opportunity to contribute to the common good.

Sun 8 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Prayer for the sick, for their families and for health workers at all masses 
Meeting of parents for the confirmation candidates (2:30pm)
First Catechist Retreat (8th to 13th October) at Karibaribi, Thika
St Cecilia choir: Choir Family Day
Youth sale

Sat 14 Family Life Mass Weddings (Mega Marriages) (Basilica/Msongari)
Youth Consofeste Practice

Sun 15 28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
St. Therese of the child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor 
Prayer for the family at all masses
Meeting of parents of Confirmation candidates at 2.30pm
Youth in house talk and July-September birthday celebrations

Tue 17 St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and martyr

Wed 18 SAINT LUKE, EVANGELIST Feast 

Thu 19 Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest  

Fri 20 MASHUJAA DAY Heroes day, a public holiday: Mass follow Saturday Schedule
Reflection day for the Proclaimers outside the Parish
Mass for children of First Holy Communion

Sat 21 2nd Confession for children FHC
Ecumenism-Evangelizers: Missionary tents (and Holy Mass?) at Westlands’ Stage/St Joseph-Deep Sea
Youth Archdiocesan youth Festivals
Youth Consofeste practice/ADN Festivals (if the youth advance to this level)
2nd RICA Parents’ seminar
A.D.N. Youth Festivals, zone D

Sun 22 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
Children Mass at 9am
Formation talk for parents and guardians of infants to be baptized 3pm
Legio of Mary, Rosary Pilgrimage to Grave
Youth Picnic/Activity in line with Mission Sunday to be arranged
2nd group Catechists retreat (22nd – 27th October) at Karibaribi, Thika

Tue 24 Youth Nairobi Metrolopitan planning and consultation, for ADN leaders (24th-27th October)

Wed 25  Catechists ongoing formation at St Catherine of Siena

Sat 28 SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES Feast
Ongoing formation for children who received first Holy communion
Infant Baptism at 2:30pm
Mass for children FHC (9am and 3pm)
St Jude SCC feast
4th Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting at Card. O.P.
Youth Deanery Team Building/hike/Consofeste Practice

Sun 29 30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Children Mass at 9am
Memorial of Blessed Irene Stefani
Youth in-house talk/retreat

Mon 30 WORLD PRIEST DAY


